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Shepherd University Board of Governors
August 12, 2004
Agenda Item No. 6

CYCLICAL PROGRAM REVIEWS

Pursuant to the Board’s statutory responsibilities and also under HEPC Series 10, the
Board is required to cause cyclical reviews of all of the academic programs.  Under the
provisions of Series 10, the Board should make one of five determinations regarding each
program reviewed:

5.1.1. Continuation of the program at the current level of activity,
with or without specific action;
5.1.2. Continuation of the program at a reduced level of activity
(e.g., reducing the range of optional tracks) or other corrective
action.
5.1.3. Identification of the program for further development; or
5.1.4. Development of a cooperative program with another
institution, or sharing of courses, facilities, faculty, and the like.
5.1.5. If it recommends discontinuance of the program, then the
provisions of Higher Education Policy Commission policy on
approval and discontinuance of academic programs will apply.

For further background, the complete program review portfolios are included, except for
the very voluminous re-accreditation self-studies of the Nursing and Social Work
programs.  Copies of those documents can be provided for any interested member and
will be available for review at the Board meeting

The Shepherd Program Review Committee undertook an extensive internal review of the
Shepherd B.S. Degree in Family and Consumer Sciences, consistent with requirements
that had been expected by the State of West Virginia for program review when this was a
state-wide procedure. The Committee recommended the continuation of the Family and
Consumer Sciences B.S. Program at the current level of activity, without qualification.

The Nursing program had a thorough review conducted in January, 2004 by the National
League for Nursing Accreditation Commission.  The Program Committee of the NLN
agreed to give Shepherd a full reaffirmation of accreditation for an eight (8) year period,
the maximum permitted, without qualification.   Concern with the need for more
appropriate nursing facilities was noted by both the accreditation team and the Shepherd
Program Review Committee.  Concern was also noted of the need for better
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communication between the faculty and the students in the program. The Shepherd
Program Review Committee reviewed the documents submitted by the Nursing
Department to the NLN as well as the report of the NLN site team that conducted the
Shepherd review on campus, and recommended that the Nursing Program be continued as
currently constituted without modification. 

The Shepherd Program Review Committee undertook an extensive internal review of the
Shepherd B.S. Degree in Political Science, consistent with requirements that had been
expected by the State of West Virginia for program review when this was a state-wide
procedure. The Program review Committee expressed special concern with the need for all
faculty to become involved with professional development activities and for the
department to develop a method by which graduate success following the awarding of the
degree may be assessed.  The Committee recommended the continuation of the Political
science B.S. Program at the current level of activity, without qualification.

The Social Work program had a thorough review conducted by the national Council on
Social Work Education, including a site team visit in October of 2003, and subsequently
was given a full reaffirmation of accreditation without qualification. The Shepherd
Program Review Committee reviewed the documents submitted to the Council on Social
Work education site team, as well as the final report of the team, and recommended that
the Social Work Program be continued as currently constituted without modification.

The following resolution is recommended for adoption by the Board:

RESOLVED, That the Shepherd College Board of Governors approves the
program reviews for Family and Consumer Sciences, Nursing, Political Science,
and Social Work and the Board adopts the institutional recommendations that each
program be continued at the current level of activity.  The Board authorizes the
President to submit these reviews on its behalf to the Higher Education Policy
Commission.


