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SCHEMATIC AND PROJECT BUDGET APPROVAL 
EAST CAMPUS NURSING EDUCATION AND  

CLASSROOM 
 

 
 
In 1994 construction began on the Byrd Science and Technology Center, displacing the 
original Lurry Hall which was demolished.  Lurry Hall had been the home of the Nursing 
Education Department.  It had been intended that Nursing Education would be 
permanently housed in the “phase-four” renovations of Stutzman-Slonaker Hall, but 
funding was never secured for that phase of renovations.  The Nursing Education 
Department has been ‘temporarily’ housed in the Butcher Center for eleven years. 
 
The Federal Omnibus Budget Bill of 2005 provided a $10 million earmark for a new 
Nursing Education building at Shepherd.  It is recommended that the project budget be 
set at $10 million, consistent with that earmark. 
 
The following pages reflect the general nature of the schematic design for the academic 
building.  A further presentation will be made in the Board meeting.   
 
 
The following resolution is recommended for adoption by the Board: 
 

RESOLVED, That the Shepherd University Board of Governors approves the 
schematic design for the East Campus nursing education and classroom building 
and approves a project budget of $10 million. 
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Shepherd University Academic/Nursing Facility 
Landscape Architecture Design Narrative 
 
Existing Conditions 
 
The Shepherd University Academic/Nursing Facility is to be located at the terminus of 
King Street north of High Street, adjacent to Sara Cree Hall, Kenamond Hall, Dining 
Hall, Turner Hall, Gardiner Hall, and Ikenberry Hall.  This building will be the terminus 
of a future proposed pedestrian way.  In the foreseeable future Sara Cree Hall is slated to 
be raised and/or renovated into a new Student Union Center.  The site is severely sloped. 
During the master planning process for the Shepherd University Academic/Nursing 
Facility, the future Student Union Center and associated infrastructure, it was determined 
that the hilltop should be removed to allow for better transitions between proposed 
buildings and improved service access.  Even with the removal of the hilltop the 
surrounding finished floor elevations will require an integrated stair and ramp system to 
enter this building. 
 
Design Intent 
 
The landscape development for the Academic/Nursing Facility will accomplish several 
goals.  First, it will create a pleasing and well defined entrance to the open lobby space, 
while not blocking views into and out of the lobby area. Second, it will provide an end 
focal point to the King Street pedestrian way while remaining flexible for future 
development of the terminus plaza.  Third, it will provide much needed organization of 
green space in an area that has been viewed as parking.  Finally the landscape will be 
consistent with the practices of sustainable design and the character of the area. 
 
Proposed Landscape 
 
The landscape development for the Academic/Nursing Facility will have a distinctly 
pedestrian friendly and healing garden feel.  The entrance lobby terrace will remain 
flexible in saving a few existing trees while not limiting the future expansion of the plaza 
at the terminus of the pedestrian way.  It will remain sustainable in the choice of local 
plant materials and building materials.  Shepherd University does not have a standard 
guideline for the development of landscape designs, so ideas will be taken from the 
campus and surrounding areas to integrate this design into the campus’ fabric, while 
creating a new standard on campus landscaping.  Special attention will be paid to the 
scale and type of plant material to be complementary to the scale of the building.  The 
primary uses of this area will be for entering the building as well as for special event 
functions.  A secondary use will be as a gateway to the academic part of campus for some 
students coming from west campus.  Buffering will be provided along this link from the 
loading and unloading areas. 
 
A small side garden area will be developed to provide outdoor gathering space/seating 
space for breakout sessions during seminars.  It will be integrated with the plantings and 



paving selected for the rest of the building.  This area in particular will also be designed 
with the guiding principles of healing gardens and holistic design.   
 
All landscaping for the site will be plant material chosen that is appropriate for the site 
orientations, use, and maintenance requirements.  Plants will be grouped in masses, with 
a few specimens located strategically for interest.  Deciduous, evergreen, and flowering 
species will be chosen for a year round interest.  
 
The site development will allow the new building to blend seamlessly into the existing 
fabric while creating an anchor to the terminus of the future pedestrian way on King 
Street.  



Shepherd University Academic/Nursing Facility 
Civil Engineering Design Narrative 
 
Existing Conditions 
 
The project site is located at the terminus of King Street, north of High Street on 
Shepherd University-Shepherdstown, West Virginia.  The proposed building is adjacent 
to Sara Cree Hall, Kenamond Hall, Dining Hall, Turner Hall, Gardiner Hall, and 
Ikenberry Hall.  In the foreseeable future Sara Cree Hall is slated to be raised and/or 
renovated into a new Student Union Center.  The site is severely sloped at this time, 
ranging from 402’ to 386’, however due to the future planning of the Student Union 
Center and site infrastructure concerns most of this slope will be removed by the 
lowering of the hill top to approximately 393’ to 386’.  The highest portion of the site 
will be to the north and the lowest is to the south at the King Street terminus.  Except for 
a few small landscape islands the site is entirely comprised of parking and retaining 
walls.   
 
Existing Utilities 
 
Currently there is a water line located in the area of the proposed building that will be 
relocated as part of the early grading package.  The exact location of this line is still to be 
determined.  Other utilities that are near by include a sanitary sewer main, electric, 
communications, and storm drainage.  As with all other development at Shepherd 
University exact utility locations will need to be verified by test pits, due to lack of 
infrastructure information.   
 
 
Required Permits 
 
Agency Items Covered 
West Virginia Department of the 
Environment 

- Storm water management waiver* 
- Erosion and Sediment Control 

*It will be necessary to maintain more impervious area after development than this site 
had prior to development, Shepherd University does not have adequate undeveloped land 
for a storm water management facility on this side of campus.  The cost of an 
underground storm water detention system would be cost prohibitive.   
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Structural Narrative 
 
 
General: 
 
The project consists of a 2-story building and a single story lecture hall. The 2-story portion and the 
lecture hall are connected by a high bay lobby area with floor to roof curtain wall. The lobby consists of 
two areas with roofs at different elevations.  There is also a large roof canopy along side of the entrance 
lobby. The exterior walls will be brick veneer on a concrete masonry back up with large areas of glass 
and curtainwall. 
 
Foundations: 
 
The building will be supported on shallow spread footings at columns and continuous wall footings along 
the perimeter walls.  The footings will bear on the stiff clay soils layer which overlays rock.  Where rock is 
encountered at footing elevations, it will be over-excavated by approximately 12 inches and filled with 
compacted soils materials in order to create a more uniform bearing condition for the entire structure.  
Some preliminary borings were taken to help define the elevations of rock below the existing ground 
surface.  Auger refusal was encountered between 1.5 feet to 7.0 feet below ground surface.  Additional 
borings and a geotechnical report are planned once the building is located on the site. The first floor will 
be a 5” thick concrete slab-on-grade reinforced with welded wire fabric placed over a vapor barrier and a 
4” thick layer of stone. 
 
Superstructure: 
 
The second floor will consist of a 5-1/4-inch thick lightweight concrete slab reinforced with welded wire 
fabric placed on a 2-inch deep, 20 gage, galvanized composite deck.  The floor slab is supported on 
structural steel beams and girders which are designed as composite members with headed shear studs 
welded on the top flanges. 
 
The roof areas will consist of a 1-1/2-inch deep, 22 gage, galvanized metal deck which is supported by 
steel joists and steel beams.  The area of the roof above the second floor Acute Care/Health Ass. Lab, 
Independent Living Lab Suite and Critical Care Lab will be raised to create a clerestory window on the 
north, west and south sides.  The east side will be a solid wall.  There will be a screen wall on the roof to 
shield the roof-top mechanical equipment.  The elevator will extend to the roof to provide access to the 
mechanical equipment within the limits of the screen wall.  This will require a high penthouse to be built 
above the roof.  The 2-story portion of the building will be supported by structural steel columns located 
along the perimeter walls and on the interior of the building. 
 
The roofs over the entrance lobby will be the same 1-1/2-inch deep, 22 gage, galvanized metal deck 
supported on steel joists.  The joists will span from the masonry wall at the 2-story building to steel 
beams along the exterior wall.  The steel beams will be supported by round or square tube columns 
placed behind the exterior wall.  The exterior wall will be a curtain wall system from the first level slab to 
the roof. 
 
The roof over the lecture hall will be the same 1-1/2-inch deep, 22 gage, galvanized metal deck 
supported on steel joists.  The joists will span between the exterior masonry walls, providing column-free 
space. 
 
The exterior walls will be of cavity wall construction with brick veneer on 8-inch thick concrete masonry 
back-up.  The edge of the second floor will be held back to allow the entire exterior wall to bypass the 
floor. The concrete masonry will be reinforced vertically for wind loading. The piers between the windows 
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will also be reinforced as necessary. The concrete masonry back-up in the lecture hall will be 12-inches 
thick and will be vertically reinforced to act as a bearing wall for the roof joists. Steel and/or precast 
concrete lintels will be required above all openings in the masonry walls.  
 
There are two egress stairs in the 2-story portion as well as a feature stair in the entrance lobby.  These 
stairs will be steel-framed with concrete pans. The walls around the stairs and elevator will be 8” thick 
concrete masonry. 
 
The lateral force resisting systems will be a combination of braced steel frames and reinforced masonry 
shear walls. 






















